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Note from the Director

As the play demonstrates, there is darkness
and light in all of us. Sometimes the darkness
prevails, and human beings do terrible things
to one another. How do we respond in the
face of these atrocities? Do we let trauma
engulf us and do harm to others in turn? Or
do we walk the difficult path of grace and
reconciliation? In the case of the Nickel
Mines schoolhouse shooting, the Amish
responded with compassion and love. 
May we all.

I chose to direct The
Amish Project as my
first production for
FHSU Theatre
because of the play’s
timeless message
about the power of
forgiveness. 



The Playwright

measure of poetic insight.” Jessie is
currently developing a series for Netflix,
starring Ginnifer Goodwin, and a feature
film for Searchlight. 

Jessica Dickey is an
award-winning
playwright whose
writing was hailed by
The New York Times
as having “freshness,
economy, cheeky
vulgarity, with a fine



Jessie is most known for her award-winning
play The Amish Project, which premiered
Off-Broadway at Rattlestick Playwrights
Theater and has since been produced
around the world. 

Other theatrical premieres have included
Galileo’s Daughter, Nan and the Lower Body,
The Convent, The Rembrandt, Charles Ives Take
Me Home, and Row After Row. Jessie just
released a book co-authored with her sister
called Sistering: The Art of Holding Close and
Letting Go (Pilgrim Press).



The Happening

West Nickel Mines School Shooting-- also
called “The Happening” by the Amish

Community

On October 2, 2006, gunman Charles
Roberts entered the Nickel Mines
Schoolhouse in the Bart Townsmanship of
Pennsylvania and took hostages.

The Amish Project is a fictional exploration of
the Nickel Mines schoolhouse shooting. It
began as a one-woman show, performed by
playwright Jessica Dickey, who was inspired
by the radical act of forgiveness expressed
by the Amish community.



The schoolhouse was torn down on Oct. 12,
the following week. 

The Amish Community responded with
incredible forgiveness. Not only did they
visit and comfort Roberts’ widow and family,
but they established a charitable fund for
them. Some even attended Roberts’ funeral.

When state troopers arrived to rescue the
hostages, Roberts shot ten girls and killed
himself. Five girls were fatally wounded, one
succumbed to her injuries later.the
remaining four survived.



The characters Velda and Anna in the play
were  inspired by Marian and Barbara Fisher
who negotiated with Roberts to kill them
first and spare the others. Marian was killed,
but Barbara survived and recovered enough
to pitch softball for her school the following
year, despite shoulder injuries.

Their kindness especially touched Terri
Roberts, the shooter’s mother. She would
go on to write Forgiven: The Amish School
Shooting, a Mother’s Love, and a Story of
Remarkable Grace. She also became a
motivational speaker, reaching out to
communities and families who had
suffered school shootings.
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Senior Spotlight: Grace Betts

I’ve been in Music Man as an ensemble
member, Rumors as Cassie, Independence as
Evelyn,  and Gentlemen’s Guide to Love and
Murder as Phoebe. Finally, in my last show,
I’m playing Carol in The Amish Project.

Hi! My name is Grace
Betts. I’m a senior
student studying theatre
here at Fort Hays. I grew
up in Russell, KS and
graduated from Russell
High School.



Senior Spotlight: Lauryn Gaddis

When not on or around the stage, Lauryn
works as a Community Assistant on
campus. After graduation, Lauryn plans to
move to Texas to focus on voice acting
and directing.

Lauryn Gaddis is a
senior Performing Arts
and Theatre student set
to graduate in December
2024. Lauryn has been
involved with FHSU
Theater since 2021.



Music Credits

“We are Not Alone”

“God is Seen”
tune by Captain Kidd, 

arranged by Alice Parker, 
performed by the cast and 

the Smokey Hill Chorale

“Come Away to the Skies”
words by Charles Wesley, 

arranged by David L. Mennicke, 
performed by the cast

“Idumea”
arranged by Rick Bjella, 

performed by Holly Trullinger 

words and music by 
Pepper Choplin, 

performed by the cast 
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